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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

practically all foraign property 1n Shanghsi has now [-hr 514»7 been

- thted. About tke last company to be taken ovar, I am told, wvas the

aise de Tramways ¢t d'Eclairage de Shanghai
this company wus still operating under & C
and paid rent to use the lines in areas other than the former French concessions.
The Comaunists had taken over all lines in the city. If vhat I wac told is true

all the lines have now teen analgamated.

2. Other changes of which I am aware include the exiansion of the tramvay slong
the Bund in the direction of Naatou. I do not know hov far this line was

25X1 ' extended. Cost of riding the tram in May 53 varied betvmen JMP$L00 to JIP$L300.

3. Meny new buses wvere added to the transportetion system in Shaughai. The engines
and structural parts of these buses were wade ip China, but the bodies vere im-

25X1 ported from one of the vastern Burcpeaa countries. Costs of riding the bus

system varied from JMP$50C to a maximum of JIP$1LS00,

4. 'The Communists never use the word "confiascate” when they take control of some

Mﬁmﬁ)—uer—/

. k 3 on ouse became 850 great a burden she wvas forced to
give the property to the Communists, She recained the apartment house, but in
name onl'. The Communistc mansge it Zor her and in veturn she Jets & rent free

forsign property. US property is " " by a
the Chine Realty Cumpany--a US fimrm,

cparteent plus JUP$L willion per xoath. Rents for these spartments had been
J¥P3$270 thousand per month, but in Mar 53 %ze Communiaste raised the rents %o

thounend. e | AST PAGE EOR SUBJECT & AREA CODES
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% rc ration cards were required to buy food
&ng clothling, &Y least Ior roreigners, aud goods were in sufficient supply
except that there would sometimes be no meat for several deys. 7The Chinese
had to have carde to buy "ration rice". Russian immigrants in Brazil told
me that everyone must now have ration cards for all grades of rice. Bread
1s 8till available and is used to fill out the ration for foreigners.
Rationing to foreigners, I am told, started in November 1953 in Tientein

and Shanghai and coneists of the following: two pounds of flour, two pounds
of rice and an unknown amount of oil and meat per month. I am told that meat

is in very short supply.

Many of the Shanghai shops are closed for lack of the foreign patrons that
supported thew, and because they are forced to sell their products at the
same prices charged by the stete stores, vhich they find imposaible to do and
still continue in business. However, there are many Russian products on the
market and the Russians spend quite liberally. Before the Communists ceme to
Shanghai certain kinds of fur coats were very inexpensive. Now, however,
these same fur coats have greatly increased in price as & result of purchases

by Soviet wives,

Ohisdes clotBing {4 vedy ypoot, bt sole Russfan satetials sadidd duitd god,
‘'he dyes in the cotton material hold up well. Sausage tter, chocolate and
Russian vines are chesp and resdily available. ﬁ a great deal of
nevspsint from the USSR stored at une of the wsrehoumes o ¢ Commercial
Express Godown Co.

Radios were resdily available, although most were old US radios. Cheap
Chinese radios vith US tubas were also for sele, but, as far es I knov, there 25X1
were no mass produced Chinese radios. 411 were, of course, registered with the |

police.

Another phenomenon of the Coamunist government is that sll merchants paid their
texes. They never knew when someone might inform o &
stazps to a bill, Several times
need not put the stamps c. goodsé but they insisted sayiag, "No,
no, I am afraid!"

The foliowing are prices of various articles cf clothing and medical costs as

of Msy o es were incurred as & result of & physical exami-
nation before the government would issue an exit permit.
The cl 3 ; western drese.

8. Man's cotton shirt, cheaper quality: JMP$ 35 thousend. Best quality, »'h’te: 25X1
JMP$240 thousead. 25X1

b, Man's leather shoes, best quality: JMP$ 160-180 thousand.

c. Socks, good quality, silk: JMP$ 17,500.

d. Trousers, good quality: JMP$ 850 thousard.

e. Man's suit, good quality, material, and work: JMP$ 1i millionm.

f. Men's het, western dress, best quality (vhich is poor): JP$ 75 thousand.
8. Cap (type worn by the Chinese Communists), best quality: JMP$ 30 thousand.
Medical expenszes: X-ray of teeth: JNP$ & thousand

Phyeical examinatiou, including chest fluoroscope: JWP$L2,000
Lung X-ray; swail picture: JNe$ 22 thousand
6 thousand .

Chest fluoroscope: JNP$ 55%1
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